
English 1110.01 – First-Year English Composition 
 
Class meets: M W F 12:40-1:35pm in Enarson Classrooms 226 
Office hours: M W F 1:55-2:55pm in Denney 525 
Instructor: Dr. Erica Haugtvedt 
Contact: Haugtvedt.3@osu.edu 
 

The Country and the City 
 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE GENERAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM 
Writing and Communication 
Students are skilled in written communication and expression, reading, critical thinking, oral expression 
and visual expression 
 
Level One (1110) 
Expected Learning Outcomes: 
1. Students communicate using the conventions of academic discourse. 
2. Students can read critically and analytically. 
 
In this first-year writing course, you will develop your capacity for undertaking academic research and 
analysis through an original research project and presentation of the results of your work to an audience 
of your peers. You will identify an area of interest within our course theme—the country and the city—
and you will find materials to analyze, develop analytical research questions, explore secondary texts, and 
make claims that are connected to the evidence you have discovered. As many researchers do at this stage 
in their work, you will then reframe what you have learned for a public audience. During the research 
process, you will also be preparing for the English 1110 Symposium by working on your own 
Symposium Presentation, a 5-minute presentation consisting of 15 images, each accompanied by 50-65 
words of narration. The creation of your Symposium Presentation will provide significant opportunities 
for considering the nature of your research, the relationship between visual and written text, and issues of 
writing craft. 
 

Required Materials 
● Readings posted to Carmen site 
● Rosenwasser, David and Jill Stephen.  Writing Analytically 7th Ed.  Boston:  Cengage, 2015 
You will need to have access to all readings during each class meeting, either in hard copy or 
digitally. 

 
Course Requirements 

 
During the semester, you will complete several major assignments designed to build on each other 
intellectually and conceptually. These assignments are: 
 
Analytical Research Project: Analysis of Primary and Secondary Sources                     50% 
 
Skills: Identification of appropriate primary sources for analysis, accessing university library databases, 
application of analytical frameworks and rhetorical methods, analysis of primary and secondary sources, 



synthesis of multiple critical viewpoints into new interpretations, thesis development, composing process, 
style and grammar 
 
Symposium Presentation                                                           30% 
 
Skills:  Making appropriate rhetorical decisions to reframe the results of academic research for a new 
audience, understanding genre expectations, attribution and citation of digital and visual sources 
 
Process Posts & Symposium Active Listening and Response            15%                           
     
Skills: Preparatory writing and image collection, careful listening, responding to presentations in oral and 
written form 
 
Participation                                                                                         5%                 
   
Skills:  Active participation in discussion, in-class writing, productive collaboration, respect for 
classmates 
 

Course Policies 

Attendance is important to the success of this class and to your development as a writer. Therefore, each 
unexcused absence after three will result in the lowering of your final grade by a third of a grade. Excused 
absences, such as those for documented illness, family tragedy, religious observance, or travel for inter-
collegiate athletics, will not affect your grade. It is your responsibility to contact your instructor as soon 
as possible if you miss class. It is program policy that nine unexcused absences will automatically 
result in failure for the course. 
Tardiness is disruptive to the classroom environment, and prevents you from fully participating and 
assimilating the information and materials discussed in class. Excessive tardiness will lower your 
participation grade. 

Plagiarism is the unauthorized use of the words or ideas of another person. It is a serious academic 
offense that can result in referral to the Committee on Academic Misconduct and failure for the course. 
Faculty Rule 3335-5-487 states, “It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to 
investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic 
misconduct. The term ‘academic misconduct’ includes all forms of student academic misconduct 
wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in 
connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the 
committee.” In addition, it is a violation of the student code of conduct to submit without the permission 
of the instructors work for one course that has also been submitted in fulfillment of the requirements of 
another course. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct 
(http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resources/). 
Student Work should be turned in at the time indicated on the syllabus and in the format designated by 
the instructor. Late submission of an assignment will result in the deduction of one full letter grade for 
each day past the due date (for example, B+ to C+). The grade will not be affected when an assignment is 
late for reasons that would result in an excused absence. 

Grade Scale: The First-Year Writing Program uses a four-point scale in line with the registrar's 
interpretation of letter grades on transcripts. Each assignment will assigned a letter grade, which will be 
interpreted as follows when determining a final grade. 
 
 Assignment Weights 



Letter Grade A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D E  

Weight 4.0 3.7 3.3 3.0 2.7 2.3 2.0 1.7 1.3 1.0 0.0  

 
 Final Grade Ranges 

Letter Grade A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D E  

Range 
4.00–
3.85 

3.84 
–3.50 

3.49 
–3.15 

3.14 
–2.85 

2.84 
–2.50 

2.49 
–2.15 

2.14 
–1.85 

1.84 
–1.50 

1.49 
–1.15 

1.14 
–1.00 

0.99 
–0.00 

 

 

Class Cancellation Policy: If class is cancelled due to emergency, I will contact you via email and 
request that a note be placed on the door. In addition, I will contact you as soon as possible following the 
cancellation to let you know what will be expected of you for our next class meeting. 
 

Resources 
 
Edgar Singleton is the Director of First-Year Writing at Ohio State. You can reach him at 
singleton.1@osu.edu. 
 
The Ombud of the Writing Programs, Debra Lowry, mediates conflicts between instructors and 
students in Writing Programs courses. Her Autumn 2014 office hours in Denney Hall 441 are Mondays 1-
3, Thursdays 9-11, and by appointment. Email lowry.40@osu.edu. All conversations with the 
Ombudsman are confidential. 
The OSU Writing Center is available to provide free, professional writing tutoring and consultation. 
You may set up an appointment by visiting http://cstw.osu.edu/writingcenter. 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be 
appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The 
ODS is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; 
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/ 

Daily Schedule 
 

 Day              Topics/Activity                                    Reading Due                          Writing Due 
WEEK 1 

Wednesday, 
August 26 

 Introduction to English 1110: the 
country and the city (New Yorker 
cover) 
 Syllabus overview 
 First-Day Writing 

 
 

First-Day Writing due in 
Carmen dropbox (on 
Thursday Aug. 28) 

Friday,  
August 28 

 Introduce ARP assignment 
 Considering the writing process 
 (“The Country Mouse and the City 
Mouse”) 

--WA, Ch. 1 – The Analytical 
Frame of Mind, 
Counterproductive Habits of Mind 
(1-16) 

 
 

WEEK 2 
Monday,  

August 31 

 Introduce Symposium assignment 
 Finding primary sources for the 
ARP (“This Land is Your Land” 
example”) 

--Sample Symposium Presentation 
(Carmen) 

 
 

Wednesday,  
September 2 

 The interdependence of the country 
and the city through discussion of 
Williams;  
 Identifying themes and topics within 
our course theme 

--Williams, excerpts from The 
Country and the City (Carmen) 

 
 



Friday,  
September 4 

Intro to sourcing and citing images 
Discuss Sketches by Boz and 
“Elegy Written in a Country 
Churchyard” using analytical 
frame of mind 

--Sourcing and citing reading 
(Carmen) 
--Dickens, excerpts from 
Sketches by Boz (Carmen) 
--Gray, “Elegy Written in a 
Country Churchyard” (Carmen) 

 
 

WEEK 3 
Monday,  

September 7 

 No Classes – Labor Day   

Wednesday, 
September 9 

 Modeling analysis of primary 
sources using Baldwin, Dickens, 
Gray 
 

--WA, Ch. 1 – Five Analytical 
Moves (16-36) 
--Baldwin, “Sonny’s Blues” 
(Carmen) 

   Process Post 1 due on 
Carmen discussion board 
by noon 

Friday, 
September 11 

 Analyzing complex texts using the 
Analytical Toolkit 

 Bring in two possible 
primary sources 

WEEK 4 
Monday, 

September 14 

 More practice with analytical tools 
using Radiolab’s “Cities” 

--Listen to Radiolab’s “Cities” 
(1 hr podcast linked on 
Carmen) 
 

 
 

Wednesday, 
September 16 

 What is rhetoric? Ethos, Logos, and 
Pathos (“Why God Made a Farmer,” 
“Life in CBUS”) 

--On Rhetoric in English 1110 
(Carmen) 
 
 

Process Post 2 due on 
Carmen discussion board 
by noon 

Friday, 
September 18 

 Practice Rhetorical Analysis with 
De Certeau 

--WA, Ch. 2 – Reading 
Analytically (36-53) 
--De Certeau, “Walking in the 
City” excerpts (Carmen) 

 
 

WEEK 5 
Monday, 

September 21 

 Practice Rhetorical Analysis with 
De Certeau 

--WA, Ch. 2 – Reading 
Analytically (53-68) 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, 
September 23 

 Getting started with research with 
the library website 
 Introducing the Annotated 
Bibliography and Secondary Source 
Integration (SSI) 

 
 
 

Primary Source Analysis 
due in Carmen Dropbox 
by noon 

Friday, 
September 25 

 Finding your way in the library; 
(library field trip) 

 In-class library 
scavenger hunt 

WEEK 6 
Monday, 

September 28 

 Working with secondary sources 
 Understanding MLA citation style 

--WA, Ch. 7 MLA Style and 
Integrating Quotations (196-8, 
227) 

 
 

Wednesday, 
September 30 

 Evaluating secondary sources with 
hard-copy examples of secondary 
sources 

--Model secondary sources on 
Carmen 

Process Post 3 due on 
Carmen discussion board 
by noon  

Friday, October 
2 

 Integrating secondary sources --WA, Ch. 7 – Conversing with 
Sources (181-95) 

 
 

WEEK 7 
Monday, 
October 5 

 Model integrating secondary sources 
on global warming using Smith as 
primary source 

--Smith, “Elegy for a Country’s 
Seasons” (Carmen) 

 
 

     



Wednesday, 
October 7 

Interpretation using Smith and model 
secondary sources 
 

WA, Ch. 5 –Interpretation (119-
131) 

 

Friday, October 
9 

 Evidence and claims using Smith 
and model secondary sources 

WA, Ch. 4 – Reasoning from 
Evidence to Claims (89-117) 

Annotated Bibliography 
due in Carmen Dropbox 
by noon 

WEEK 8 
Monday, 

October 12 

 Thesis development (practicing 
thesis statements using Smith; your 
own primary sources) 

WA, Ch. 6 – Finding and Evolving 
a Thesis (147-75) 

 
 
 

Wednesday, 
October 14 

 Making your thesis complex and 
your argument compelling 

WA, Ch. 6 – Recognizing and 
Fixing Weak Thesis Statements 
(175-9) 

 
 

Friday,  
October  

No Classes – Autumn Break    

WEEK 9 
Monday, 

October 19 

 Working with secondary sources --Chabon, “Manhood for 
Amateurs” and model secondary 
sources (Carmen) 

Process Post 4 due on 
Carmen discussion board 
by noon 
 
 

Wednesday, 
October 21 

 Moving toward your final ARP WA, Ch. 9 –  Forms and Formats 
(229-36) 

 
 

Friday, October 
23 

 Intros and conclusions 
 Sign up for conference times 

WA, Ch. 9– Intros and 
Conclusions (236-43) 

 

WEEK 10 
Monday, 

October 26 

 Working with Prezi Symposium 
Presentation template 
 Getting started with Symposium 
Presentation scripts 

 
 

Secondary Source 
Integration due in Carmen 
Dropbox by noon 

Wednesday, 
October 28 

 Style and revisions in academic and 
public writing 

WA, Ch. 10 – Style and Meaning, 
263-65; Choosing Words for 
Meaning, 293–303 
 
 

Process Post 5 due on 
Carmen Discussion board 
by noon 

Friday, October 
30 

 Writing Symposium Presentation 
scripts 
 
 

 
 

 
 

WEEK 11 
Monday, 

November 2 

 Symposium Presentation 
Introductions workshop 

 
 

Symposium Presentation 
Script Draft due in 
Carmen dropbox by noon 

Wednesday, 
November 4 

 Research Conferences  
 

Symposium Presentation 
Introduction due in 
Carmen dropbox by noon 

Friday, 
November 6 

 Research Conferences  
 

 
 

WEEK 12 
Monday, 

November 9 

 Preparing your Symposium 
Presentation; Bring an active 
participant in the Symposium 

 
 

Analytical Research Paper 
full draft due in Carmen 
Dropbox by noon 



Wednesday, 
November 11 

No Classes – Veteran’s Day   

Friday, 
November 13 

 Bring an active participant in the 
Symposium 
Creative writing activity about a 
place important to you 
 

--Didion, “Goodbye to All 
That” 
 

 
 

WEEK 13 
Monday, 

November 16 

 Symposium  
 

Symposium Presentations 
and Active Listening 
Responses 

Wednesday, 
November 18 

Symposium  
 

Symposium Presentations 
and Active Listening 
Responses 

Friday, 
November 20 

Symposium  
 

Symposium Presentations 
and Active Listening 
Responses 

WEEK 14 
Monday, 

November 23 

Symposium  
 

Symposium Presentations 
and Active Listening 
Responses 

Wednesday, 
November 25 

No Classes – University Closed for 
Thanksgiving Break  

 
 

 

Friday, 
November 27 

No Classes – University Closed 
for Thanksgiving Break  

 
 

 

WEEK 15 
Monday, 

November 30 

 
Symposium  

 
 

Symposium Presentations 
and Active Listening 
Responses 

Wednesday, 
December 2 

Symposium Reflection: How can the 
Symposium affect your ARP? 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Friday, 
December 4 

In-class peer review of ARP final 
papers 

  
 

WEEK 16 
Monday, 

December 7 

Review of academic writing 
conventions  

WA Ch. 11 — Nine Basic Writing 
Errors, 305–327 

Process Post 6: Final 
Reflection on Carmen 
discussion board by noon 

Wednesday,  
December 9 

Course summary 
Evaluations 

 
 

Final Analytical Research 
Paper due in Carmen 
Dropbox 

 


