
English 2367.02 
Literature in the U.S. Experience: 

The House of Mirth and Perspectives on Marriage and Family  
 

(3 semester hours)  
Instructor: Dr. Erica Haugtvedt    
Term of Offering: AU 2015 
Class Day/ Time: 9:10-10:05am  
Class Location: Denney 207 
Office: Denney 525 
Office Hours: MWF 1:55-2:55pm and by appointment 
Contact Information: Haugtvedt.3@osu.edu 

 
 

Course Description for English 2367.01 
 
In this three-hour, second-level writing course for which English 1110 is a prerequisite, you 
will continue to develop and refine the skills in analysis, research, and composition that you 
practiced in English 1110. This course emphasizes persuasive and researched writing, revision, 
and composing in various forms and media. In addition, you will build upon and improve your 
mastery of academic writing with and from sources; refine your ability to synthesize 
information; create arguments about a variety of discursive, visual, and/or cultural artifacts; 
and become more proficient with and sophisticated in your research strategies and 
employment of the conventions of standard academic discourses.  

While the skills we practice in this course will help you be successful in all kinds of college-
level composition, writing does not happen in a vacuum—you are always writing about some 
subject in a particular context. So, in this class, you will be writing about perspectives on 
marriage and family in the U.S. from the nineteenth century to today. Your writing will be 
informed by analysis of primary and secondary sources, prominently including the novel we 
will read together, The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton (1905).  

The context you will be writing in will be English studies. I will teach you the conventions of 
thought, research, and writing that are standard within the discipline of English literary 
studies. Of course, we will talk about how those conventions can be transferred or modified 
when writing in different academic and professional settings. The overarching goal of this 
class is to get you to think critically through writing and reading as a means of considering 
perspectives other than your own.  

 
 
  



Goals and Objectives for the GE in Second-level Writing and Diversity at OSU 
 
As a second-level writing course at OSU, English 2367 fulfills the GE categories in Level Two 
Writing and Communication and Diversity (English 2367.01, .02, and .05 only):  

 
Writing and Communication 
Goals: 
Students are skilled in written communication and expression, reading, critical thinking, oral 
expression and visual expression. 
  
Expected Learning Outcomes:  
Level Two Writing (2367) 
1. Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students demonstrate the ability to 

read carefully and express ideas effectively. 
2. Students apply written, oral, and visual communication skills and conventions of 

academic discourse to the challenges of a specific discipline. 
3. Students access and use information critically and analytically. 
 
Diversity 
Goals: 
Students understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United 
States and across the world in order to become educated, productive, and principled citizens. 
Expected Learning Outcomes: 
Social Diversity in the United States            
1. Students describe and evaluate the roles of such categories as race, gender and 

sexuality, disability, class, ethnicity, and religion in the pluralistic institutions and 
cultures of the United States. 

2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values 
regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others. 

 
  Required Materials for English 2367.02 
 

• Wharton, Edith. The House of Mirth. New York: Signet Classics, 2000.  
• Rosenwasser, David and Jill Stephen. Writing Analytically. 7th Ed. Stamford, CT: 

Cengage Learning, 2015.  
• Additional Course Readings (available on Carmen) 

 
Please Note: You must have access to all assigned readings during class, either digitally or in 
hard copy. Failure to bring required materials to class may be treated as an absence.  
--Please purchase the correct editions so that we can share page numbers in class.  
--If you are unable to purchase books for whatever reason, please use the university’s library 
resources (including OhioLink), or a local library to access older or different editions of the 
materials if necessary. The House of Mirth and Writing Analytically are both on course reserve at 
Thompson Library. Please use this resource!  



Course Assignments and Requirements 
 
Brief descriptions of the assignments you will complete for English 2367.02 are provided 
below.  Full-length prompts and grading rubrics for each assignment are available on Carmen.  
 
Short Assignments (20%) 
 Reading Responses, 15% 
 Library Scavenger Hunt, 5% 
Analysis of an Historical Marriage/Family Artifact (10%) 
Final Research Project (50%) 
 Primary Source Analysis, 10% 
 Research Proposal, 10% 
 First Draft, 5% 
 Final Draft, 25% 
Rhetoric of Contemporary Marriage/Family Pinterest Presentation (10%) 
Participation (10%) 
 Office Hours, 5% 
 Engagement in Class, 5% 
 
20%, Short Assignments (@ about 16 pages of informal writing)  

The short assignments are mostly comprised of daily reading responses. For each class 
meeting, you are expected to choose a quote from the reading that you find especially 
interesting or provocative and to analyze that quotation in approximately 100 words. 
You will bring a hard copy of your reading responses to every class where reading has 
been assigned. These reading responses are to help you stay engaged in class 
discussion and to document your reactions to the readings over the entire course so 
that you can later turn to your reading responses as sources for bigger assignments. I 
will randomly collect and grade your reading responses 15 times over the semester.   
 
The library scavenger hunt is an in-class activity to help you prepare for your research 
project. We will go to the library as a class and you will find secondary sources related 
to your final paper.  

 
10%, Analysis of an Historical Marriage/Family Artifact (@ 2-3 pages of formal writing) 

For this assignment, you will choose an historical marriage/family artifact from a menu 
of choices on Carmen. You will conduct The Method on the artifact and write an 
analysis of 2-3 pages.  

 
50%, Final Research Project (@ about 20 pages of formal writing) 
 Primary Source Analysis (1,000-1,500 words or 3-5 pages) 

For this assignment, you will select several quotes from The House of Mirth and conduct 
a close reading (rhetorical analysis) of those quotations. You are encouraged to look 
back over your reading responses to choose quotes, and can even revise and expand 
analysis you wrote for your reading responses.  

 Research Proposal (worksheet @ about 3 pages) 



For this assignment, you will identify a topic based on The House of Mirth for your final 
paper. You will find and annotate 4 academic secondary sources. You will write a 
tentative thesis. You will then meet with me during a research conference where we 
will discuss and refine ideas for your final paper together.  

 First Draft (2,500-3,000 words or 10-12 pages) 
You will write a full rough draft of your final paper and will bring that rough draft into 
class for scheduled peer review sessions. If you do not have your rough draft for peer 
review, your final paper’s grade will be docked.  

 Final Draft (2,500-3,000 words or 10-12 pages) 
Your final paper will be a well-thought out, formal academic essay with correct MLA 
citations. Your final paper will put forward a persuasive thesis and will support that 
thesis with interesting and compelling evidence from the text and from trustworthy 
academic secondary sources.  

 
10%, Contemporary Marriage Artifacts, Pinterest Presentation 

For this assignment, you will create a pinterest account and curate a pin board on a 
theme related to contemporary marriage. You will pin images and links that you find 
interesting, strange, or compelling about contemporary marriage experiences in the 
U.S. You will pin at least 20 items to your pin board for this assignment, although you 
may pin more if you are so inspired. You will present your pin board to the class in a 5-
minute talk where you analyze the items that you have pinned: you may choose to 
focus on only a few items in particular; you may click through the pin to the linked full 
content. Your presentation should be planned out and semi-formal; your goal will be to 
illuminate different trends in contemporary experiences of marriage, relationships, and 
family formation. This assignment fulfills the oral presentation general education 
requirement for this course.  

 
10% Participation 
 Office Hours 
 You are required to visit me during office hours at least during this semester. You  
 must come prepared with a question related to class.  
 Engagement in Class 
 Engagement in class means that you are actively listening and thinking during class  

and that you actively contribute to small group discussions and whole class discussions 
in a respectful and constructive manner.  

 
Grading Scale 
 
A 93  B+ 87   C+ 77  D+ 67 
A- 90  B 83  C 73  D 60 

B- 80  C- 70 
 
 

Course Policies 



Classroom Community.  Everyone should feel welcome, respected and safe in the classroom.  
In this class, discussion of readings, ideas, and your writing are at the center of everything we 
do.  We will frequently work with sensitive issues and these issues demand that we 
discuss and interact with respect and maturity.   

• All of us—students and instructors—have the right to contribute and learn in a secure 
environment. Accordingly, I will enforce a zero-tolerance policy toward disrespectful 
behavior and actions. Those behaving disrespectfully may be asked to leave and will be 
marked absent for the day, and should be aware that additional disciplinary actions 
may be taken.  

Technology Policy 

• Your education is valuable, so please be fully present in class. This means using 
technology appropriately, so please turn off your cell phones and restrict computer 
use to course-related activities. Failure to do so will affect your participation grade.  

• Email is my primary method of communication outside of class. I expect you to check 
your university email at least once every 24 hours, including weekends. You will be 
held responsible for information that has been sent via email within this time 
frame.  

• Email is the most reliable way to contact me. I will check my email at least once every 
24 hours (probably more often, but that’s not a promise). Please feel free to contact me 
with your questions and concerns and I will make every effort to respond to your 
message within 24 hours.  

• Please be mindful of your file format and double check to make sure your file is not corrupt. I 
accept .doc, .docx, .pdf, or .rtf files only—all word processing programs are able to 
save in .rtf. Back up your data often as you write! If you have issues with your 
personal computer or software, there are multiple computer labs on campus available 
for your use. Make sure you receive a receipt email from Carmen to confirm that your 
file submission has gone through.  

Attendance and Punctuality are important to the success of this class. You are expected to 
attend each class session and to be on time and stay for the duration of the session. If you have 
extenuating circumstances that require you to leave early, please notify me of those before 
class begins—otherwise, if you walk out of class early, I will count that as an absence.  

• You are allowed three unexcused absences. Each unexcused absence beyond three will 
lower your final grade by 1/3 of a letter grade (i.e. a ‘B’ will drop to a ‘B-‘). Excused 
absences, such as those for documented illness, family tragedy, religious observance, or 
travel for university activities, will not affect your grade—but you must inform me 
(your instructor) as soon as possible in order to receive an excused absence. It is your 
responsibility to email me regarding absences so that you do not fall behind in the 
course! 

• Seven unexcused absences will automatically result in failure of the course.  



• You are permitted two “grace” tardies (you will be counted as tardy starting at 9:15am, 
and as absent starting at 9:25am).  Beyond those two, each two additional tardies will 
be treated as an unexcused absence and may lower your final grade.  

Student Work must be completed and submitted on time. All assignments should be turned in 
at the beginning of the class period when they are due or to Carmen by the posted due date 
and time.  Your work will not be accepted if you have an unexcused absence on the day an 
assignment is due. You will receive an “E” for that assignment. 

1. Draft assignments: Turning your draft assignment late will mean that you cannot receive a 
timely or full response from the instructor, so turn in your drafts on time. Failure to turn in 
an assignment draft at all will result in the deduction of one-third of a letter grade on 
the final version of the paper (for example, B+ to B). Further, if the assignment draft was 
part of a peer group exercise, failure to turn in the draft will lower your participation grade.  
If your draft is being workshopped by the class, you must submit it to Carmen at least 24 
hours before the workshop. 

2. Final graded assignments: Late submission of a final graded assignment will result in the 
deduction of one full letter grade for each day past the due date (for example, B+ to C+).  
The grade will not be affected when a draft or final graded assignment is late for reasons 
that would result in an excused absence. Students who know they will miss the class when 
the assignment is due must contact the instructor as soon as possible in advance of class to 
arrange for submission of the assignment. 

Plagiarism is the unauthorized use of the words or ideas of another person.  It is a serious 
academic offense that can result in referral to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. Please 
remember that at no point during the writing process should the work of others be presented 
as your own.  

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish 
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The 
term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever 
committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in 
connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic 
misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the 
Code of Student Conduct. 

Additionally, it is a violation of the student code of conduct to submit work for one course that 
has also been submitted for another without instructor permission. But you may certainly 
adapt or revise an assignment from a previous course; just speak to me about it first. For more 
information, see the Code of Student Conduct at http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/. Be advised that 
the Committee on Academic Misconduct doesn't accept ignorance of these expectations as a 
viable defense, particularly because this course will cover how to integrate and cite sources. 
 
Class Cancellation Policy.  In the unlikely event of class cancellation due to emergency, I will 
contact you via email, post a notice on our Carmen page, and request that a note be placed on 



the door of our classroom announcing the cancellation.  I will contact you as soon as possible 
following the cancellation to let you know what will be expected of you for our next class 
meeting. 

Departmental and University Resources 

The Writing Programs Ombud, Debra Lowry, mediates conflicts between instructors and 
students in Writing Programs courses. Her office hours in Denney Hall 441 are Monday 1-
3pm and Thursday 9-11am. Other times are available by appointment. Phone 292-3812; email 
lowry.40@osu.edu. All conversations with the Ombudsman are confidential. 
 
The OSU Writing Center is available to provide free, professional writing tutoring and 
consultation.  You may set up an appointment by calling 688-4291 or by dropping by the 
center at 475 Mendenhall Laboratories.  If you are interested in on-line writing advice, visit 
the OWL (On-Line Writing Lab) at www.cstw.osu.edu. You can also visit the Younkin 
Success Center in Building 052 at 1640 Neil Ave. You can walk in without an appointment. 
 
Counseling and Consultation Services provides a wide range of resources for undergraduate 
students. For more information call 292-5766. 

The Office for Disability Services provides services to any 
student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on 
the impact of a disability.  Students with disabilities that have 
been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be 
appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as 
soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services 
is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 
292-3307, TDD 292-0901; OSU Office for Disability Services Web 
Site.  
Even if you do not consider yourself to have a disability and/or are 
not registered with disability services, I am committed to helping 
you learn in this course. Please contact me regarding any 
concerns you have about completing course work, and we will 
arrive at an accommodating solution together.  

Student Advocacy Center (as they note in their mission statement) is committed to assisting 
students in cutting through campus bureaucracy. Its purpose is to empower students to 
overcome obstacles to their growth both inside and outside the classroom, and to help them 
maximize their educational experience while pursuing their degrees at The Ohio State 
University.  The SAC is open Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM.  You can visit them 
in person at 1120 Lincoln Tower, call at (614) 292-1111, email advocacy@osu.edu, or visit 
their website: http://studentlife.osu.edu/advocacy/ 



COURSE SCHEDULE 
WRITING ANALYTICALLY: WA 
THE HOUSE OF MIRTH: HOM 

 
Day Topic/Activity Reading Due Writing Due 
WEEK 1 (Days 1-2) 
W 8/26 Introductions; 

Discussion of course 
theme 

 In-class writing: reflection on 
course theme 

F  8/28 Introduce HoM 
ch. 1; Discuss 
Coontz + 
etiquette sampler 

--Coontz, “The World 
Historical 
Transformation of 
Marriage” (Carmen) 
--Women’s Late 19th 
century etiquette 
sampler (Carmen) 
--HoM ch. 1 (1-13) 

Bring reading response to HoM 

WEEK 2 (Days 3-5) 
M 8/31 Writing and reading 

as conversation 
--WA “5 Analytical 
Moves” (16-33) 
--Excerpts from 
“Victorian Wives on 
Both Sides of the 
Atlantic” from A 
History of the Wife 
(175-195) (Carmen) 

Bring reading response to 
“Victorian Wives”  

W  9/2 Practice 5 Analytical 
Moves with 
“Victorian Wives” 
and etiquette 
sampler; Practice 
reading analytically 
with “The Angel in 
the House” excerpt 
in class 

--WA “Reading 
Analytically” (39-63)  

Bring reading response to WA 

F  9/4 Discuss HoM --HoM ch. 2-6 (14-78) Bring reading response to HoM 
WEEK 3 (Days 6-7) 
M  9/7 NO CLASS (Labor 

Day) 
 

  

W 9/9 Discuss HoM; 
Introduce Historical 
Artifact assignment 

--HoM ch. 7-15 (79-
189) 

Bring reading response to HoM 

F  9/11 Discuss white 
privilege and reading 
analytically; Discuss 

--McIntosh “White 
Privilege Knap-Sack” 
(Carmen) 

Bring reading response to either 
McIntosh or “What Privilege 
Really Means”  



race and class in 
HoM/HoM part I 

--“What Privilege 
Really Means (and 
Doesn’t Mean)” 
(Carmen) 

*choose historical artifact on 
Carmen and start to draft 
Historical Artifact Analysis 

WEEK 4 (Days 8-10) 
M  
9/14 

Discuss HoM --HoM part II, ch. 1-4 
(189-243) 

Bring reading response to HoM 

W  
9/16 

Discuss changing 
gender roles and 
expectations for 
marriage at the turn 
of the century 
 

--Excerpts from A 
History of the Wife 
“The Woman 
Question and the 
New Woman” (263-
268, 280-293) 
(Carmen) 

Bring reading response to “The 
Woman Question”  

F  9/18 Review findings from 
historical artifact 
analysis; discuss 
kinds of evidence 
and how to link 
evidence to claims; 
Introduce Final 
Research Project 

--WA “Reasoning 
from Evidence to 
Claims” (89-94) 

Historical Marriage/Family 
Artifact Analysis due in Carmen 
dropbox by 9am 

WEEK 5 (Days 11-13) 
M  
9/21 

Discuss HoM; 
Introduce Primary 
Source Analysis 

--HoM part II ch. 5-10 
(243-298) 

Bring reading response to HoM 

W  
9/23 

Discuss HoM --HoM part II ch. 10-
12 (298-322) 

Bring reading response to HoM 

F  9/25 Wrap up discussion 
of HoM; review 
themes and ideas for 
final paper 
 

--HoM part II ch. 12-
14 (322-350) 

Bring reading response to HoM 
 

WEEK 6 (Days 14-16) 
M  
9/28 

Discuss ideas for 
how to expand 
primary source 
analysis to research 
idea; Introduce 
Research Proposal 

--WA “Interpretation” 
(119-130) 
 

Primary Source Analysis due in 
Carmen dropbox by 9am 

W  
9/30 

Discuss the 
interpretational 
moves in “The 
Eroticization of 
Marriage”  

--“The Eroticization 
of Marriage’ (46-63) 
(Carmen) 
--WA “Responding to 
Traditional Writing 
Assignments More 

Bring reading response to either 
“The Eroticization of Marriage” or 
WA.  



Analytically” (71-84) 
F  10/2 Discuss Kassanoff 

and how to integrate 
secondary sources 
using ch. 7 

--Kassanoff 
“Extinction, 
Taxidermy, and 
Tableax Vivants” 
(Carmen) 
--WA “Conversing 
with Sources” (181-
193) 

Bring reading response to 
Kassanoff 

WEEK 7 (Days 17-19) 
M  
10/5 

Discuss Yeazell and 
how to integrate 
secondary sources 
using ch. 7 

--Yeazell, “The 
Conspicuous Wasting 
of Lily Bart” 
(Carmen) 

Bring reading response to Yeazell 

W  
10/7 

Using library website 
and databases in 
class; MLA style 
review 

 Work on your research proposal 

F 10/9 Library field trip  In-class library scavenger hunt 
WEEK 8 (Days 20-21) 
M 
10/12 

Research 
conferences during 
class 

 Research proposal due in Carmen 
dropbox by 9am 

W 
10/14 

Research 
conferences during 
class 

 Work on your rough draft 

F  
10/16 

NO CLASS 
(Autumn Break) 

 Work on your rough draft 

WEEK 9 (Days 22-24) 
M 
10/19 

 Recognizing weak 
thesis statements and 
strategies for revising 
them 

--WA “Finding and 
Evolving a Thesis” 
(147-160, 175-179) 

Bring reading response to WA and 
reflect on your own writing process 
Keep working on your rough draft 

W 
10/21 

Style, organization, 
transitions 

--WA “From 
Paragraphs to 
Papers” (234-259) 

Bring reading response to WA and 
reflect on your own writing process 
Keep working on your rough draft 

F  
10/23 

Peer review 
workshop 

 Rough draft due in class 

WEEK 10 (Days 25-27) 
M 
10/26 

Peer review 
workshop 2 

 Bring rough draft to class 

W 
10/28 

Watch first half of 
The Kids are All Right 

 Final draft due in Carmen dropbox 
by 9am 

F  
10/30 

Finish The Kids are All 
Right 

  

WEEK 11 (Days 28-30) 



M 11/2 Introduce 
Contemporary 
Artifact Pinterest 
assignment 
Discuss the state of 
marriage today 

--Luscombe, “Who 
Needs Marriage” 
(Carmen) 
--Luscombe, “I Do I 
Do I Do” 
--Savage, “Double 
Standards” (Carmen) 

Bring reading response to either 
Luscombe or Savage 

W 11/4 Discuss marriage and 
class 

--Pew Research 
Center’s “The Decline 
of Marriage and the 
Rise of New 
Families” (Carmen) 
--Deparle, “Two 
Classes Divided by I 
Do” (Carmen) 

Bring reading response to either 
Pew Research Center or Deparle 

F  11/6 Discuss marriage and 
age 

--Igraham, “The Best 
Age to Get Married if 
You Don’t Want to 
Get Divorced” 
(Carmen) 
--Goddard Jones, “I 
Was a Teenage 
Bride” (Carmen) 

Bring reading response to either 
Igraham or Goddard Jones 

WEEK 12 (Days 31-32) 
M 11/9 Discuss the state of 

modern marriage 
--Calhoun, “The 
Wedding Toast I’ll 
Never Give” 
(Carmen) 
--Finkel, “The All or 
Nothing Marriage” 
(Carmen) 

Bring reading response to either 
Clahoun or Finkel 

W 
11/11 

NO CLASS 
(Veteran’s Day) 

  

F  
11/13 

How are millenials 
approaching 
marriage/family 
formation? 

--Henig, “What Is It 
About Twenty-
Somethings?” 
--Green, “The 
Sexually 
Conservative 
Millenial” (Carmen) 
--NPR, “Millenials 
and Cohabitation” 
(Carmen) 

Bring reading response to either 
Henig, Green, or NPR 

WEEK 13 (Days 33-35) 
M 
11/16 

Marriage traditions 
throughout history 

  
 



 
 
 

and around the 
world 

W 
11/18 

Debate: Does society 
need marriage 
anymore? 

 Research your side of the debate 
and prepare arguments 

F  
11/20 

Finding pins, setting 
up pinterest accounts 

--Browse sociological 
images blog 

 

WEEK 14 (Day 36) 
M 
11/23 

In class workshop on 
pinterest oral 
presentations 

  

W 
11/25 

NO CLASS 
(THANKSGIVING) 

  

F  
11/27 

NO CLASS 
(THANKSGIVING) 

  

WEEK 15 (Days 37-39) 
M  
11/30 

Presentations 1  Copy/Paste link to your pinterest 
board in Carmen dropbox 
“Pinterest Project” by 9am 

W  
12/2 

Presentations 2   

F 12/4 Presentations 3   
WEEK 16 (Day 40-41) 
M  
12/7 

In class 
retrospective; 
reflective writing 
looking back on 
reading responses 

  

W 12/9 Evaluations, 
wrapping up 

  


