
2264: Introduction to Popular Culture 
Autumn 2014—Class Number 19172 

The Ohio State University 
 

Instructor: Ms. E Haugtvedt, Email: Haugtvedt.3@osu.edu 
Office Hours: 3:45-5pm W F and by appointment (Denney 407) 
Class Meets: Baker Systems 198, 2:20-3:40 W F 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
 
English 2264: Introduction to Popular Culture Studies is designed to introduce students to the 
critical study of the cultural phenomena we (often loosely) call “popular” across a variety of media.  
The course explores a variety of critical, historical, and philosophical approaches to thinking about 
the role of popular culture in the present, throughout history, and across geographies.  The 
assignments in this course are designed to promote both individual and collaborative critical 
thinking about elements of popular culture.  We will focus on examples of various forms of mass 
media including print, comics, radio, music, television, and film to better understand how and why 
we engage with the popular as well as how we are shaped by it.    
 

General Education Goals and Expected Learning Outcomes: Cultures and Ideas 
 
Goals:  In this course students evaluate significant cultural phenomena and ideas in order to develop 
capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; and interpretation and evaluation. 
 
Expected Learning Outcomes:   
Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression. Students also 
evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms 
which guide human behavior.  
 
 

REQUIRED MATERIAL 
 

Available at SBX, and campus area bookstores as well as online. Mukerji and Schudson’s 
book is on 2-hour reserve at Thompson library. Danesi’s book is available as an ebrary e-
book at library.osu.edu 
 
Danesi, Marcel.  Popular Culture:  Introductory Perspectives.  Rowman & Littlefield, 2012. Second 
Edition.  ISBN: 978-1442217836  

 
Mukerji, Chandra and Michael Schudson. Rethinking Popular Culture: Contemporary Perspectives in Cultural 
Studies. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1991. ISBN: 978-0-520-06893-3  
 
Readings posted on Carmen 
 
!
!
!



COURSE REQUIREMENTS!
!
Participation (20%) 
As we only meet twice a week for a short time, attendance is critical.  You must come to each class 
prepared to discuss the material, with any due assignments in hand, ready to engage as an active 
community member in the class activities.  Your participation includes contributing to in-class and 
online discussions, completing assignments, attendance, and overall active involvement.  
 
Pop Pecha Kucha (20%) 
During the first week of class you will be assigned to a particular decade from the 1890s through 
1990s.   You will work with your group on researching your decade and decide on an element of 
popular culture from that decade which you will present to the class Pecha Kucha style (20 slides, 20 
seconds each = 6 minutes and 40 seconds). Presentations will begin Week 4.  
 
Statement of Understanding Outlines (20%) 
You will write a statement of understanding outline for three readings from each third of class. 
(for a total of nine statement of understanding outlines). The statement of understanding will follow 
a set outline format, and will not exceed one single-spaced page. You cannot turn in outlines for 
readings after the class during which they are discussed. Before the midterm and the final exam, I 
will select statement of understanding outlines to post anonymously to the class Carmen discussion 
forum. I encourage you to use these outlines as a study aid.  
 
Midterm (20%) 
There will be an in-class midterm covering the material from all weeks leading up to the exam. 
Students will be asked a series of questions based on readings and class discussions. Active 
participation and maintaining a working concept/vocabulary list throughout the semester will help 
students prepare for the exam.  
 
Final Exam (20%)  
There will be an in-class final exam covering the material from the mid-term until the final exam. 
The final exam will not be cumulative. Students will be asked a series of questions based on readings 
and class discussions. Active participation and working concept/vocabulary list throughout the 
semester will help students prepare for the exam.  
 
Grading Summary 
Participation                         20% 
9 statements of understanding 20% 
Pop Pecha Kucha                       20% 
Midterm                                    20% 
Final Exam                         20%  
Total     100% 

Grading Scale 
A    93 
A-   90 
B+  87  
B    83 
B-   80 
C+  77 
C    73 
C-   70 
D+  67 
D    60 

  
 



COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance is important to your success as a student. Given the pace of this class and our short 
time together, attendance is critical.  Therefore, this course allows only two unexcused absences 
without penalty (this is a full week of class).  Each unexcused absence after two will result 
in the lowering of your final grade by a third of a grade.  This also includes missing a 
scheduled appointment with me.  Excused absences, such as those for documented illness, family 
tragedy, religious observance, or travel for inter-collegiate athletics, will not affect your grade. It is 
your responsibility to contact a classmate (preferably someone from your group) for the notes for 
any missed days.  If your absence is for an excusable reason, it is also your responsibility to contact 
your instructor as soon as possible (preferably before your absence). Five unexcused absences 
will result in failure for the course. 

• Tardiness is disruptive to the classroom environment, and prevents you from fully 
participating and assimilating the information and materials discussed in class. Excessive 
tardiness will lower your participation grade. If you are more than 15 minutes late, you may 
be marked as absent.  

Plagiarism is the unauthorized use of the words or ideas of another person.  It is a serious 
academic offense that can result in referral to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. Please 
remember that at no point during the writing process should the work of others be presented as 
your own.  

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish 
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term 
"academic misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; 
illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with 
examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the 
committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student 
Conduct. 

Student Work should be turned in at the time indicated on the syllabus and in the format 
designated by the instructor. Late submission of an assignment will result in the deduction of 
one full letter grade for each day past the due date (for example, B+ to C+). The grade will not 
be affected when an assignment is late for reasons that would result in an excused absence.  YOU 
MAY NOT TURN IN THE FINAL PAPER AFTER THE DUE DATE.  

E-mail Policy:  E-mail is my primary method of communication with students outside of class. 
Students are expected to check e-mail at least once every 24 hours, including weekends.  
You will be held responsible for information that has been sent via e-mail within this time frame.  
 
Class Cancellation Policy: If class is canceled due to emergency, I will contact you via email and 
request that English department place a note on the classroom door.  In addition, I will contact you 
as soon as possible following the cancellation to let you know what will be expected of you for our 
next class meeting.  
 



Cell Phones, Laptops, etc.:  Set your cell phone on vibrate (or off) and put it away.  Restrict 
computer and tablet use to course-related material (with the sound disabled).  Failure to do so will 
affect your participation grade and may cause you to be ejected from that class meeting and marked 
as absent.  Remember that others can see what’s on your screen—yes, even your phone.  
Disrespectful use of technology disrupts your instructor’s ability to teach, your classmates’ ability to 
concentrate, and your ability to succeed in the course.  See me if you have a special situation that 
requires a further accommodation!

Resources!
  
The OSU Writing Center.  The Center for Study and Teaching of Writing (CSTW) provides free, 
professional writing tutoring and consultation. You may set up an appointment by visiting 
http://cstw.osu.edu/writingcenter, or by calling 614-688-4291.  Services include help with any 
writing assignment at any stage of the writing process (brainstorming, thesis development, revising, 
etc.).  

Students with disabilities who have been certified by the Office 
for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and 
should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. 
The ODS is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; 
telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-
state.edu/  Please contact ODS if you are in need of services.  

Your time at Ohio State promises to be exciting and filled with many new experiences, but it can 
also be overwhelming.  Counseling and Consultation Services provides a wide range of resources 
for undergraduate students.  For more information call 614-292-5766. 
 
The Student Advocacy Center (as they note in their mission statement) is committed to assisting 
students in cutting through campus bureaucracy. Its purpose is to empower students to overcome 
obstacles to their growth both inside and outside the classroom, and to help them maximize their 
educational experience while pursuing their degrees at The Ohio State University.  The SAC is open 
Monday - Friday from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  You can visit them in person at 1120 Lincoln Tower, 
call at (614) 292-1111, email advocacy@osu.edu, or visit their website: 
http://studentlife.osu.edu/advocacy 
 
Formatting and Citation Style for all Papers 
Follow the 2009 MLA guidelines for formatting and citation styles.  Double space your work and 
use a 12 point font with one inch margins all around.  Left justify and add a title and heading on the 
first page. YOU MAY NEED TO RESET YOUR DEFAULT SETTINGS, particularly to avoid 
extra space between paragraphs. Number all of your pages with your last name and page number in 
the upper right hand corner.  For excellent guidelines, see the Purdue OWL: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/.   
 
 
  



Course Schedule *subject to change with notice 
Abbreviations: Danesi [P], Mukerji and Schudson [R], Readings posted to Carmen [C] 
 
1: Why Study Popular Culture? 
W 8/27: Introductions, the struggle to define “popular.”  
 HW: Read [R] Introduction 1-8, [P] ch. 1 “What is Pop Culture” 
 DUE: Post an introduction of yourself to Carmen discussion forum.  
 
F 8/29: Why study popular culture? Discuss “Pop Decade” presentation project, “High” versus  

“Low” culture; brainstorm ideas about popular culture.  
HW: Read [R] “Printing and the People” 65-96, [P] ch. 3, “Print”  

 
 2: Historical Popular Culture studies 
W 9/3 Print and the creation of mass culture. Meet in Thompson Rm. 150 A & B, guest lecture  

by Dr. Geoff Smith 
HW: Read [C] Dickens’s “A Preliminary Word,” and [C] introduction from Hughes and 
Lund, The Victorian Serial   

 
F 9/5 Workshop: Investigating Historical Popular Culture using online tools. Look at djo.org.uk.  

Look at penny parts and advertisers in class.  
 HW: Read [R] “William Shakespeare and the American People” and [C] Dickens’s “The  

Amusements of the People” [i] and [ii] 
 

3: Historical Popular Culture Studies, cont.  
W 9/10 Nineteenth century popular theater. Review presentation assignment. Demonstration of  

1960s Pop Pecha Kucha 
 HW: Work on Pecha Kucha with your group outside of class.  

   
F 9/12 No class meeting: work on presentation assignment 

DUE: Pecha Kucha script and file/link due to Carmen by 11: 59pm Tues 9/16 
 
4: Pop Pecha Kucha Preesentations 
W 9/17 Pop PK Groups: Group 1: 1890s, Group 2: 1900s, Group 3: 1910s, Group 4: 1920s,  

Group 5: 1930s  
*Take notes on presentations, as their content will be on the exam 

 
F 9/19 Pop PK Groups: Group 6: 1940s, Group 7: 1950s, Group 8: 1970s, Group 9: 1980s, Group  
 10: 1990s.  

HW: Read [R] “Cultural Entrepreneurship in Nineteenth-Century Boston” and “The Rise of  
 the Saloon” 

DUE: By this date, you must have turned in 3 statement of understanding outlines  
for readings from the first third of class to the Carmen dropbox. You cannot turn in  
statements of understanding for readings after the class in which they are discussed.  

   
5: Theorizing the Popular 
W 9/24 Leisure space and time 

HW: Read [P] ch. 2 “Explaining Pop Culture,” [C] Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age  
of Mechanical Reproduction, [C] Adorno “On Popular Music”  



 
F 9/26 The Frankfurt & Chicago Schools 
 HW: [C] “Subcultures, Cultures, and Class” [C] Hall “Encoding/Decoding”  
   
6: Theorizing the Popular Cont.  
W 10/1 The Birmingham School  
 HW: [C] “Understanding Comics,” [C] Intro from Hayward Consuming Pleasures  
 
F 10/3 Possible guest lecture on comics, TBA   
 HW: Read [R] “Interpretive Communities and Variable Literacies,” and [C] “What is  

Fanfiction and Why Do People Say Such Nice Things about It?”  
 
7: Comics, Romance, Fanfiction 
W 10/8: Romance Novels and Fanfiction sites.  
   
F 10/10: Caitlin McGurk lecture in the Will Eisner seminar room at the Cartoon Research Library 
 HW: study for exam 
 DUE: By this date, you must have turned in 3 statement of understanding outlines  

for readings from the second third of class to the Carmen dropbox. You cannot turn  
in statements of understanding for readings after the class in which they are 
discussed.  

 
8: Midterm 
W 10/15: REVIEW 
 *Selected anonymous statements of understanding from class will be posted to Carmen  

discussion board for studying.  
   
F  10/17: MIDTERM EXAM 
 HW: [P] Ch. 4 “Radio.” Ch. 5 “Music.”  
 
9: From Radio to Pop Music 
W 10/22 Discussion of radio and the rise of pop music.  
 HW: [C] “If Ya Liked It, Then You Shoulda Made a Video,” [C] “How Creativity is Being  

Strangled by the Law”  
 
F 10/24 Guest lecture by J. Brendan Shaw on Black Women’s Sexuality in Popular Music 
 HW: [P] Ch. 6 “Cinema and Video,” [C] “The People Formerly Known as the Audience”   
 
10: Movies and TV 
W 10/29 Clips of early movies. “In a world…” movie trailer screenings.   

Hw: [P] Ch. 7 “Television,” [C] Beltran, “The Good Neighbor on Prime Time,” 
 
F  10/31: Screening of I Love Lucy Pilot 
 HW: [C] Stoeffel, “Five Formerly Incarcerated Women on Prison, Relationships, and Orange  

is the New Black” [C] Samuels, “Why I Don’t Watch Orange is the New Black.” 
 
 
 



11: The Internet 
W 11/5 Streaming a Netflix World; NPR interview with Jenji Kohan.  
 HW: [C] “The Language of Internet Memes,” [C] “Phreaks, Hackers, and Trolls”  
 
F 11/7 Memes, Hackers, Trolls.  
 HW: [C] “Participating in the Always-On Lifestyle,” [C] “In Defense of Distraction”  
 
12: Game Cultures 
W 11/12 Living with and through Technologies 
 HW:  [R] “Sport and Social Class”  
 
F 11/14 Spectator sports and social class 
 HW: [C] “Beyond Fun: Instrumental Play and Power Games”  
 
 13: The Future of Popular Culture Studies 
W 11/19 Video gaming. The future of popular culture studies.  
 DUE: By this date, you must have turned in 3 statement of understanding outlines 

 for readings from the final third of class to the Carmen dropbox. You cannot turn in  
statements of understanding after the class in which they are discussed.  

 
F 11/21 REVIEW 
 *Selected anonymous statements of understanding from class will be posted to Carmen  

discussion boards for studying.  
  
14: Thanksgiving Break 
W 11/26 NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING 
 
F 11/28 NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING 
 
15: Final Exam 
W 12/3: FINAL EXAM 
 
F 12/5: Last class: evaluations and wrapping up.  


